
Welcome breakfast

Kaskadenfoyer 5K04, ZHdK
(5th Floor, ZHdK main campus)

Opening session

Christoph Weckerle, Director of Department of Cultural Analysis, ZHdK.

Harmut Wickert, Director of Department of Performing Arts and Film, ZHdK.

FOCUS: «Algorithm Culture»

Matthew Fuller, Prof., Dir. of Centre for Cultural Studies, Goldsmiths 
College, London.

Computing now constitutes a fundamental and constitutive dimension to 
institutional, cultural, political and research activity, saturating them with new con-
ditions, agents and opportunities. A critical and speculative understanding of com-
puting in these terms is essential in order that they be fully realised. This talk will 
present some of the debates within the field of software studies that address this 
condition. (20min)

FOCUS : «Creative Destruction Economics»

Guillaume Chevillon, Associate professor at ESSEC, Paris.

Economists have developed a specific analytical methodology for describ-
ing and understanding society in the face of disruptions and structural 

change. I will discuss how this approach relates to the development of smart tech-
nologies. (20min)

DEBATE

Comments by Simon Grand.
Moderation by Frédéric Martel. 
Martin Feuz might react to Guiillaume Chevillon‘s presentation and 
Guillaume Chevillon to Matthew Fuller‘s one.

Coffee break

Conference-room 5K03
(Right next to the «Kaskadenfoyer»)

FOCUS: «The artist of the 21th century may be a coder»

Abdel Bounane, Hacker, TV host, Start-uper, Paris.

«Software is eating the world», but art remains one of the few area that 
hasn’t been fully digitalized. Yet, when code serves art, it offers fascinating 

potentials. If future artists embrass the generative, interactive, ubiquitous, connect-
ed, innovative potentials of digital art, the artist of the 21th may be a coder. (20min)

CASE STUDY: «Engaging visitors with AR»

Philippe Jeanrenaud, CEO at Vidinoti, Lausanne.

Augmented Reality (AR), by combining computer vision techniques and bea-
cons, provide a powerful framework to engage more fully a visitor.  The de-

ployment in a museum (BOZAR in Brussels) and a showroom will be used to illustrate 
the points. (10min)

CASE STUDY: «ARTMYN - (re)discover Artworks»

Loïc Baboulaz, ARTMYN, Switzerland.

A simple photograph cannot fully represent an Artwork. As Benjamin Walter 
would have put it: the «auratic experience» is lost. In this talk, I will present 

a new approach to digitising Artworks which truly preserves all the visual richness 
as well as the interplay between the beholder and and the Artwork itself. (10min)

CASE STUDY: «Sustainable Design»

Mona Neubauer, ZHdK’s student.

An environmental conscious design discipline focused on creating objects/
products with a conscious focus on the amount of time that object/product 

is utilised and needed while aiming to eliminate the negative impact of the afterlife. 
Through skillful, creative, smart and sensitive design the temporary product exis-
tence aims, as well, to create an emotional attachment and relationship between 
user/owner and object rather than a dispensable relationship. (10min)

DEBATE

Comments by Simon Grand.
Moderation by Frédéric Martel.

Lunch break

Conference-room 5K03
Right next to the «Kaskadenfoyer»

FOCUS : «ACCELERATE»

Steven Henry Madoff, professor School of Visual Arts, New York.
How does the acceleration of capitalism and technology impact art schools 
within the globalized ecology of the art world? Arts University in 2025 : an 

ivory tower, a lab space, an incubator, an educational institution, a continuing edu-
cation venue? I‘ll be looking back at the formation of earlier moments in the history 
of art schools and then talk about capitalism, technology, and the dematerialization 
of institutional education. (30min)

CASE STUDY: «Nomadic Students»

David Simon, ZHdK’s student.

Applying the concept of digital nomadism to higher education, what will the 
future student look like? Will we conduct our studies in a nomadic manner 

too? Will we receive a mixed degree not only from ZHdK but also from both Harvard 
and MIT? (10min)

FOCUS: «Emancipated audiences and  
the Business of Attention»

Tom Avendaño, Journalist, «El Pais», Madrid.

With outlets and voices more numerous than ever, attention has become 
one of the rarest natural resources in the Western world. How has this redefined 
literature, cinema, art, music and the media? And does this mean the inevitable end 
of mass? (30min)

FOCUS: «The Art of the MOOCs»

Renato Soldenhoff, Head of E-Learning, ZHdK.

- What are MOOCs about?
- What kind of MOOCs exist and what fits best to the arts?

- What kind of role can (M)OOCs play in the future of learning arts? (20min)

CASE STUDY: «A personal insight into  
the world of e-learning»

Thomas Schertenleib, ZHdK‘s student.

Nowadays, knowledge is freely available. E-learnig is becoming increas-
ingly important. Knowledge is being shared in fora by students and by the overall 
population. In the sciences this concept seems to be working. What are the benefits 
in art and design disciplines for now and the future? A personal insight into the world 
of e-learning. (10min)

LEONARDO
EXPRESS

Strategic workshop on Digital disruption and Higher Art Education in 2025

Place
Zürcher Hochschule der Künste
Pfingstweidstrasse 96
CH-8001 Zürich

Rooms
May 15, 2015: 5K04
May 16, 2015: Museum für Gestaltung

www.leonardo-express.com

Free WIFI:
Network: Toni-Areal-Event
Password: PlaZxL-1YL4

Twitter:
#LE25
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DEBATE

Comments by Simon Grand.
Moderation by Frédéric Martel. 
Heike Pohl might react to Steven Henry Madoff.
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Coffee break

Conference-room 5K03
(Right next to the «Kaskadenfoyer»)
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CASE STUDY: «Arts continuing education all life and 
Executive Education Arts for Arts Managers»

Yassir Hammoud, General manager of the foundation  
«Cnam», Paris.

The university will have to invent new ways of teaching and learning, including for 
the professional audience. The example of the «Cnam» will give some insights on 
pedagogical innovation. (20min)
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CASE STUDY : «Anonymity & creativity»

Christophe Kriese, ZHdK’s student.

Would you behave differently now, if you knew that nobody was watching? 
What would you do, if you knew you were invisible? Imagine the possibil-

ities. Or what could you do, if you were invisible digitally? What form could artistic 
activism take, if widespread and yet anonymous digital communication was possible 
and widely accessible? With practical examples and nerdy ideas the short talk will 
point towards the possibilities that could arise, when creativity is combined with 
anonymity. (10min)
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DEBATE

Comments by Simon Grand. 
Moderation by Frédéric Martel

Open discussion: Clemens Winkler might bring a comparison with «MIT 
Media Lab». 

Official Dinner in Zurich: «Pflanzbar»

From the Toni-Areal take the tram Nr. 4 direction «Tiefenbrunnen» till 
«Escher-Wyss-Platz» and change to the connecting tram Nr. 13 direction «Al-
bisgütli» till the stop «Paradeplatz». From there it‘s a 5-minute-walk to the  

restaurant «Pflanzbar» (Talstrasse 62, 8001 Zürich).

Welcome breakfast

Museum für Gestaltung, ZHdK,
Main Lobby (3th Floor, ZHdK main campus)

Welcome at the Museum

By Karin Gimmi, curator of the «Museum für Gestaltung».

Key Note discussion with Robert Lynch

With Robert Lynch, president of Americans for the Arts (Washington, DC). 

A discussion on the future of the arts in the US (with Frédéric Martel) (55min)

FOCUS: «The next critic»

«Alistair Fairweather, former digital director of the Mail & Guardian, South 
Africa.

Fashionable discourse assumes that in an age of unlimited personal pub-
lishing and robotic curation, there will be no need for an editorial voice. Increasingly 
complex algorithms will serve us up exactly what we want to consume, be it popular 
culture or high art. I reject that proposition. In an age of endless data where ev-
eryone is broadcasting their every thought, the editor is more necessary than ever. 
These new editors will work with technology, not against it, but their role as a path-
finder has never been more critical. (30min)

Coffee break

In front of  the «Museum für Gestaltung» ZHdK,
Main Lobby (3th Floor, ZHdK main campus)

FOCUS: «The art and science of data – a 30 minute 
roller coaster ride into the future of big data»

Klaas Bollhoefer, Chief Data Scientist, The unbelievable Machine Compa-
ny, Berlin.

From data science today and tomorrow to the new power of machine intelligence. 
How will humans and machines interface, collaborate and augment each other? 
How will we deal with our excitements and fears? What do we need to learn? Data 
influences organizations, accelerates work, life and society but in the end is a design 
task. Fasten your seat belts! (30min)

FOCUS: «Learning To Swim In The Digital Deluge: The-
atre Critic Online And The German Internet Platform 
nachtkritik.de»

Esther Slevogt, founder and director «nachtkritik.de».

 An attempt to respond to radical changes in the public sphere: Theatre is no new-
comer to the development of performative forms in the digital age (with its spectacle 
imperative) that call on audiences to become actors, and increasingly confront the 
artwork with the right of participation. This meant for us that criticism in its traditional, 
authorial form was no longer sustainable. Criticism, as we saw it, was no longer able 
to pass final judgement on the artwork, it could simply open up the conversation. 
(20min)

CASE STUDY: «Management Y»

Miriam Walther Kohn, ZHdK’s student.

How can managers facilitate creative work processes for Generation Y? 
What are the major changes in creative management to facilitate this? How 

can we incentivize people to pursue intrinsic values? (10min)

CASE STUDY: «Theater performance and privacy /
Adapting digital practices into cultural works»

Maria-Cecilia Quadri, ZHdK’s student.

Thoughts about the constitutive integration of networking within perform-
ing arts on the basis of the works by Mediengruppe «Bitnik» and «Chris Kondek & 
Christiane Kühl». Presentation of my thesis (work in progress): What are the current 
discussions about the future of art practices? What is the (public) duty of art practic-
es? And in this case: What is the duty of institutions of higher art education? (10min)

DEBATE

Comments by Simon Grand.
Moderation by Frédéric Martel.

Lunch break

In front of  the «Museum für Gestaltung» ZHdK,
Main Lobby (3th Floor, ZHdK main campus)

FOCUS: «Emancipatory art:  
postals from latinamerica»

Antonio Martinez Velazquez,  
Blogger, Hacker, Activist. Mexico.

This talk want to put an emphasis in arts discourse of latinamerica region. In a region 
known for its inequality, the typical assumption is that the creative process has as a 
starting point the economical, political and cultural dependence lacking originality, 
instead a new look to the region tell us a history about emancipation and innovative 
use of critical language to defy stability. (30min)

CASE STUDY: «The global future of podcast»

Michael Fässler, ZHdK’s student.

The Podcast «Serial», in which the journalist Sarah Koenig re-investigated 
an old murder case of a Baltimore High School Student in the Nineties, has 

been downloaded more than 68 million times since it has been launched last sum-
mer. Ever since, a lot of attention has been drawn to podcasting as a new way of 
telling non-fictional stories on the internet. On a recent trip to New York City with 
the ZHdK, Michael Fässler sat down with several producers and professors to talk 
whether there is a «Golden Age of Podcasting», if there is a new aesthetic evolving, 
and what a Podcast can do that a TV Series can‘t. In his talk, Michael will tell what 
he learned. (10min)

CASE STUDY: «Global Video Game»

Abdel Bounane, Hacker, TV host, Start-uper,  
Video-Game Editor, Paris.

As the founder of the video-game-magazine «Amusement» Abdel Bounane 
will make some predictions about the future of the video-game industry. (10min)

CASE STUDY: «Between Craftsmanship and Innovati-
on – The Iterative Course Design of Cast / Audiovisual 
Media»

Nadia Holdener, Assistant at Cast / Audiovisual Media ZHdK.

How we intend to create an iterative curriculum design to make our students ready 
for the future. How much craftsmanship is necessary and how much innovation is 
possible? How can a course be designed to meet the requirements of the zeitgeist? 
How is the role of the lecturer changing from expert to an early-adopter-participant? 
(10min)

CASE STUDY: «Schumpeter’s Creative Destruction»

Guillaume Chevillon, Associate professor at ESSEC, Paris.

Joseph Schumpeter (1883–1950) who coined the notion of «Creative De-
struction» was one of the first major economists who reflected on the role 

of innovations for economic development. I will briefly present some elements of his 
thought and consequences for understanding disruptions. (10min)

Coffee break

In front of  the «Museum für Gestaltung» ZHdK,
Main Lobby (3th Floor, ZHdK main campus)

DEBATE

Comments by Simon Grand.
Moderation by Frédéric Martel.

Concluding remarks

Christoph Weckerle, Director of Department of Cultural Analysis, ZHdK.
Harmut Wickert, Director of Department of Performing Arts and Film, ZHdK.

Apéritif

In front of  the «Museum für Gestaltung» ZHdK,
Main Lobby (3th Floor, ZHdK main campus)
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SATURDAY, May 16


