
          

          



 

PROGRAM 
 
WITH LOVE FROM ZURICH  
Concept and Choreography // Jérôme Meyer & Isabelle Chaffaud 
Music // collage Giuseppe Verdi 
Choreographic Assistance // Mark Wuest 
Costumes // Berend Voorhaar und Sabrina Zyla, Karisma-Costumes 
Dancers (1st Year students) // Mara Barbini, Lorenzo Capecci, Marie da Silva, Coko De Windt, Antonjija Dimitrievska, René 
Fiorella, Lucie Froehlich , Tommy Heeffer, Alissa Kouzmenkov, Océane Lhomme, Ikenna Nwaogu, Angelina Pico, Gionata 
Sargentini, Gioia Tartaglia, Bas van der Meulen, Ricardo Vasquez 
Premiere: 12. December 2014, Theater der Künste  
 
This is the «grand  finale» of With Love from Zurich, their full evening piece created for the opening of ZHDK in 2014. Accompanied by the music of Verdi, the 
dancers share in common the drive and thirst for freedom within a strong partition of movements. They connect with their own physicality and intensity, yet 

the group strength is on all side. Building with and towards each other.  

Over Meyer-Chaffaud: In their artistic careers, Jérôme Meyer and Isabelle Chaffaud developed from excellent dancers with 
leading companies such as Nederlands Dans Theater 1 and Batsheva Dance Company into prize-winning dance makers whose 
work has toured nationally and internationally with, among others, Scapino Ballet Rotterdam, Introdans, Dance Works 
Rotterdam, Geneva Ballet and Korzo Productions. The dance language of MEYER-CHAFFAUD is rough and poetic, groovy and 
always personal.  In their artistic process, Jérôme and Isabelle invites reflection on human existence by looking for interaction 
with the audience to deepen the experience of dance as an art form. In addition, they realize artistic innovation by bringing 
dance and other art disciplines together. They have done this by creating and directing the multidisciplinary HUBS Immersive 
Festival. Jérôme and Isabelle are co-founder of the Cloud/DAnslab, a research center in Den Haag which host around 15 
residencies per year. 

ETERNITY 
Choreography // Neel Verdoorn 
Music // The Radiant City /Johan Johanssonn, Iron Sky / Paolo Nutini, Old Motors and Helicopters/ Kronos and Laurie 
Anderson 
Choreographic Assistance // Denise Lampart 
Costumes // Berend Voorhaar und Sabrina Zyla, Karisma-Costumes 
Dancers (1st Year students) December 17 and 19 (stream at 15h): Coko De Windt, Lorenzo Capecci 
December 18 and 19 (11h): Mara Barbini, René Fiorella 
Premiere: 17. December 2021, Theater der Künste  

"The Path To Change Is Best Traveled When We Travel Together" 
Sheryl Sandberg 

Neel Verdoorn started her career as a dancer in the modern dance companies Reflex and Djazzex, where she worked with 
many guest choreographers. As a choreographer she created works for Djazzex, Company Budapest Tanzsinhas, Dansgroep 
Krisztina de Chatel, Aterballeto, Korzo Producties, Ballet Company Pecs, Scapino, Holland Dance Festival and International 
Dance Theatre in Amsterdam. From 2013 she made full evening performances for International Dance Theater - Men of the 
Tango, Crazy Blues (dance public prize 2015), Silent Songs, Tango/Mania, Hopper and Tin Pan Alley Parade. Recently, she 
created BALLADS, a co-production with the Doelen Ensemble and St. Neel Verdoorn Dance Projects. In 2021, Neel got again 
invited by the Budapest Tanzsinhaz for a new creation, Many Ways, with performances at the new National Dance Theater in 
November. In December 2021, a new solo work, ‘ZILVER ‘, is brought out at Museum Beelden aan Zee, in an exhibition by 
Igor Mitoraj. 

 

 

 

 



EEN EEKHOORN MET EEN ZONNEEBLOEM  
Choreography // Antonin Rioche 
Music // Devendra Banhart: ‘Shabop Shalom’, HNNY: ‘Sunday’, Orville Peck; ‘Roses Are Falling’ 
Choreographic Assistance // Arman Grigoryan 
Costumes // Berend Voorhaar und Sabrina Zyla, Karisma-Costumes 
Dancers (2nd Year students) December 17 and 19 (stream at 15h): Martina Balzamo, Jacopo Bellani, Lukas Bisculm, Luke 
Bugeja Gauci, Giovanna Doria, Lia Lütolf, Chloé Mallet, Sara Pigatto, Valentina Rodenghi, Veronica Scanferla, Grazia 
Scarpato, Alieke Vinkenborg 
Dancers (2nd Year students) December 18 and 19 (11h): Martina Balzamo, Jacopo Bellani, Lukas Bisculm, Luke Bugeja Gauci, 
Giovanna Doria, Lia Lütolf, Chloé Mallet, Sara Pigatto, Valentina Rodenghi, Veronica Scanferla, Grazia Scarpato, Alieke 
Vinkenborg, Martin Svidron, Maren Sauer, Francine Hoenner 
Premiere: 17. December 2021, Theater der Künste  
 
Like an awake dream, the piece illustrates 3 songs talking about love, in a narrative and playful way. Exploring this feeling of floating and blindness, when 
you are in love  

Antonin Rioche Choreographer and contemporary dancer based in Den Haag, Antonin Rioche was inspired by his mother's 
love of dance to take his first classes in modern and contemporary dance. Thanks to his training at the Ballet Junior of 
Genève, he continued his career as a performer with many international choreographers such as Olivier Dubois, Sasha Waltz, 
Theo Clinkard, and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui. Invited by Cherkaoui during the Eastman Summer Intensive, Antonin created his first 
piece "Oh Boy!", which later became a short film, selected and awarded in several international film festivals. 
Currently, as an associate choreographer at Korzo, he created "The Others", "Finally a sign of life" and "Glitter", produced by 
Korzo and Nederlands Dans Theater and presented at the CaDance festival in 2021. 

EPISODES 
Choreography // Neel Verdoorn 
Music // *no.1 white scenery/Peter Vaksks. Marcel Worms, *Nocturne in C minor Olafur Arnalds. Alice Sara Ott 
Choreographic Assistance // Denise Lampart 
Costumes // Berend Voorhaar und Sabrina Zyla, Karisma-Costumes 
Dancers (1st Year students) December 17 and 19 (stream at 15h): Mara Barbini, Lorenzo Capecci, Coko De Windt, René 
Fiorella, Alissa Kouzmenkov, Océane Lhomme, Gionata Sargentini, Ricardo Vasquez 
December 18 and 19 (11h): Mara Barbini, Lorenzo Capecci, Coko De Windt, Lucie Froehlich, René Fiorella, Angelina Pico, 
Gioia Tartaglia, Ricardo Vasquez 
Premiere: 11. December 2020, Theater der Künste  
 
"In a gentle way, you can shake the world" 

                                                     M.Gandi 

 

ZOETIC 
Concept and Choreography // Jérôme Meyer Artistic collaborator// Isabelle Chaffaud 
Music // Luca Magni 
Choreographic Assistance // Mark Wuest 
Costumes // Berend Voorhaar und Sabrina Zyla, Karisma-Costumes 
Dancers (1st Year students): Lorenzo Capecci, Tommy Heeffer 
Premiere: 17. December 2021, Theater der Künste  
 
Learning to dance is accessing into one’s own source of vitality and infinite combination of organising 
the body to produce eventually an ephemeral work, sometime called an art work. 
Zoetic is the result of an attempt to remain upright, inspired and positive in the midst of our currently troubled time.  
Zoetic is a rarely used adjective that means pertaining to life; living; vital. 

 

VIGOUR 
Choreography // Dunja Jocic  
Music // Michael Gordon, Composition 8 
Choreographic Assistance // Denise Lampart 
Costumes // Berend Voorhaar und Sabrina Zyla, Karisma-Costumes 
Dancers Dancers (2nd Year students)  // December 17 and 19 (stream at 15h): Martina Balzamo, Lukas Bisculm, Giovanna 
Doria, Jessica Eksteen, Lia Lütolf, Chloé Mallet, Sara Pigatto, Grazia Scarpato, Maren Kathrin Sauer, Veronica Scanferla 
December 18 and 19 (11h): Martina Balzamo, Lukas Bisculm, Giovanna Doria, Lia Lütolf, Chloé Mallet, Sara Pigatto, Grazia 
Scarpato, Maren Kathrin Sauer, Veronica Scanferla, Alieke Vinkenborg 
Premiere: 17. December 2021, Theater der Künste  
 



Music creates storms and like us, humans, we create and live in cognitive dissonance.  
Inspired by the composition “8” by composer Michael Gordon. 

Dunja Jocic (Belgrade, 1978) started training in rhythmic gymnastics as a child, and was the youngest competitor at the 1992 
World Cup in Brussels. She was part of the Olympic Team until 1996. She had to stop competing due to the closing of borders 
following political tensions in former Yugoslavia. However, she found a substitute when she enrolled in the ballet school Lujo 
Davico in Belgrade. She went on to study at the Rotterdam Dance Academy. Dunja has been one of the characteristic dancers 
from Club Guy and Roni, and in 2013 she was nominated for the Swan ‘most impressive dance performance’ for her role in 
Midnight Rising. She also danced with Ballet du Nord (France) and Emio Greco | PC. She started to collaborate with theatre 
director Nikola Zavisic as a choreographer for numerous theatre productions (Serbian National Theatre, Belgrade National 
Theatre, Yugoslavian National theatre). In 2007, Dunja made her first creation No flowers, please, for which she was awarded 
Best Choreography, Public Award and Special Award for Innovation at the Festival of Choreographic Miniatures in Belgrade. 
Followed by Not Me, Together, Sonnet (2012), Hundred years, Hundred nights (2013) and La Mode (2017). In 2011 she made 
her first short film Mirroring, which won several awards. She started working at Korzo in 2015, where she created Don’t talk 
to me in my sleep (2015) and Terra Incognita (2017). In 2016 she received the BNG Bank Dance Award and in 2018 the Dutch 
Dance Festival Maastricht Prize. Her second short film Bird (2016) was nominated for a Golden Kalf and is still shown all over 
the world. 

A WAY A LONE (fragment) 
Choreography // Jiří Kylián 
Music // Johann Sebastian Bach: From Goldberg Variationen, BWV 988 (1941/42) for piano Variatio nr. 15 Canone alla Quinta 
in moto contrario -andante  
Choreographic Assistance // Urtzi Aranburu, Arman Grigoryan 
Costumes // Joke Visser (production: Karisma-Costumes) 
Light design // Kees Tjebbes 
Dancers (1st Year students): // Lorenzo Capecci, Maria da Silva, Océane Lhomme, Gionata Sargentini, Ricardo Vasquez, Lucie 
Froehlich, René Fiorella, Mara Barbini, Coko De Windt, Antonija Dimitrievska, Tommy Heeffer, Alissa Kouzmenkov, 
Angelina Pico, Gioia Tartaglia, Bas van der Meulen 
Premiere:  20 February 1998, Lucent Danstheater, The Hague – Nederlands Dans Theater 3 
 
A Wax A Lone; For someone no longer here  
"Longevity can only be reached by becoming old" - Someone said… very cleverly..! Becoming old is certainly not the most pleasant aspect of our life, but this 
process might not be only a negative one - No matter how we deal with our aging process, one fact frightens us probably most of all: The older we become, 
the more often we must part with friends, relatives, parents, and many other people who have crossed our path... As the number of the years, we have lived 
increases, equally the number of people we knew, diminishes... 
This is very obvious, but still it is strange to realize, that our lives become richer and poorer simultaneously. It is never sure what the old age will bring us..?! 
Adulthood and wisdom, or misery and senility..!? But sometimes (when God is not around), we might experience strange assurances, that we have not lived 
in vain and that our life had some sort of purpose, and that our short stay on this small planet might have somehow contributed to the irrational existence of 
the universe... or to its destruction. The question of what is important and what is negligible - will accompany us practically from "The womb to the tomb", 
and luckily, it will never be answered. Our assessment of what is positive and what is negative and our ability to manage these contradicting forces, 
influences our wellbeing, health and happiness in the most essential way . 
The"departure" of someone, who was close to us, is always an important experience. It can be happy. tragic or devastating or anything else. It can become a 
moment of freedom, misery, enlightenment or disaster. With other words, we can understand it as positive, negative or just be indifferent to it... But most 
probably it will have a lasting effect on us. We have to live with the dead until we die ... This might sound a little strange, but in my eyes it is not - I feel, that I 
am living and dying - simultaneously and constantly from the very beginning until the very new beginning... 
                                                              Jiří  Kylián - The Hague, July 26, 2011 

Jiří Kylián (Czech Republic 1947) started his dance career at the age of nine, at the School of the National Ballet in Prague. He left Prague 

when he received a scholarship for the Royal Ballet School in London in 1967.  After this, he left to join the Stuttgart Ballett led by John 
Cranko and in 1975 Kylián became artistic director of the Nederlands Dans Theater in The Hague (NL). In 1978 he put NDT on the 
international map with Sinfonietta. That same year, he founded Nederlands Dans Theater 2, which was meant to function as a breeding 
ground for young talent. He also initiated Nederlands Dans Theater 3 in 1991, the company for older dancers from forty till ‘death’. This 
three-dimensional structure was unique in the world of dance. After an extraordinary record of service, with an oeuvre of almost 100 
ballets, Kylián handed over the artistic leadership in 1999, and remained associated to the dance company as house choreographer until 
December 2009. In the last ten years, Kylián has directed four films, Car-Men (2006), Between Entrance & Exit (2013), Schwarzfahrer (2014) 
and the award winning Scalamare (2017). 
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Mara Barbini 
Hi, I'm Mara Barbini and I come from Livorno, Italy. I have been dancing since I was four years 
old and I have never stopped. Supported by my parents and my teachers, I decided to audition 
for ZHdK, and now here I am. Zurich University of the Arts feels like the right place for me. I 
would like to discover new styles and points of view on contemporary dance. I now have the 
opportunity to work with experienced lecturers and both, up-and-coming and renowned, 
choreographers. I hope to be able to dance as my profession. 

Lorenzo Capecci 
Hi! I'm Lorenzo Capecci, I was born in 20 November 2002 in Italy. I study dance since I was 7 
years old. I approached different techniques like ballet, method release, Graham, Limon, Taylor, 
Cunningham and also breaking. I took part on italian Chanel program as a dancer and I also took 
part of productions of Young dance companies. I am very happy to have the opportunity to 
attend the first year in ZHDK, where I hope to improve as a dancer through the help of teachers 
and my classmates. 

Marie da Silva 
My name is Marie da Silva and I was born in Germany in 2002.  When I was a child, I took lessons 
in ballet, contemporary dance and jazz in the dance studio in my home town. As far back as I can 
remember, I’ve loved how dance enables me to tell a story and express interpersonal 
relationships and intimate emotions with my body, without having to say a word. During the last 
two years at upper secondary school, my desire to become a professional dancer grew ever 
stronger, so I took it as a sign and decided to follow this career path. With the support of my 
family, my former dance teachers and my friends, I was accepted into ZHdK. Now I look forward 
to finding my feet in the world of dance. 

 

 

Coko De Windt 
My name is Coko De Windt, a Japanese and Belgian girl born in 2002 in Japan, who has been 
living in Switzerland for over 10 years. I am a joyful person who has loved to listen and dance to 
music from an early age and expressing myself through movements has fast become one of my 
greatest passions. I have attended many classes in Classical Ballet, Character Dance and Modern 
Dance and I can’t wait to work with many inspiring students, teachers and choreographers at 
the ZHdK. 

 

 

Antonjija Dimitrievska 
An artist that loves to dance and experiment in the dance field. Born in a small town in country 
that many don’t know about step by step trying to create a reality better than the dreams, that’s 
why I choose this programme and why I came here to study at the ZHdK. My name is Antonija or 
as I want to say Organised Chaos. 

 
 

 

 

René Fiorella 
Ciao! My name is René Fiorella. I was born in 2002 and I come from Ostuni in Puglia, Italy. My 
parents introduced me to the wonders of the arts when I was little. Once I started dancing, I 
realized that I had found my passion in life. I’m currently in the middle of the first year of the 
Bachelor of Arts in Contemporary Dance at ZHdK, and am doing my level best to discover who I 
am as a person and as a dancer by learning about the many areas of contemporary dance. I 
enjoy combining different art forms as I’m also really interested in singing and theatre. 

 
 



 

Lucie Froehlich   
My name is Lucie Froehlich. I was born in France in 2003. I started dancing when I was 6 years 
old. I studied ballet and contemporary dance in Montreal, Canada. Dance is what makes me feel 
the most alive and connected to myself. Coming to ZHdK is the perfect opportunity for me to 
work on my technique and grow as an artist. I look forward to learning from every experience 
and challenge that will encounter my journey here.  

 
  

 

Tommy Heeffer 
My Name is Tommy Heeffer and I’m from Holland. I have been dancing for a long time now, 
starting as a hip hop dancer and then fell in love with contemporary dance. My favourite thing 
about dancing is being able to create something special and touching wherever and whenever I 
want with my own body. In Holland I was always creating my own choreographies together with 
other young dancers, but I think it’s time for a new experience, working with amazing 
choreographers and teachers here at ZHdK and meeting new dancers from all over the world. 

 

 

 
 
Alissa Kouzmenkov 
Hello! My name is Alissa Kouzmenkov and I come from Australia but I was born in New Zealand, 
in 2004. I started classical ballet at the age of two and completed all exams with a Certificate III 
and IV in Dance. I was slowly introduced to contemporary dance in 2012 and instantly, I knew 
that this was my dream. While I love the complexity, focus and beauty of classical ballet, 
contemporary dance allows me to explore all that my body and the music has to offer. I am 
honoured to continue pursuing my passion at the ZHdK and am excited to see what 
opportunities this adventure will lead to. 

 

 

 

 
 
Océane Lhomme 
My name is Océane Lhomme, I was born in Paris in 2000. I'm an artist, I'm a dancer. My first 
connection with dance was with ballet when I was 5. I discovered more and more dance 
techniques and movement methods, I love to learn about somatic technics. Now deeply in touch 
with contemporary dance, I would also love to merge my dance with more urban dances, acting, 
singing... to open up to new fields. ZHdK is a beautiful place where I have space to build myself 
as an artist and where I can get ready to work as a professional dancer. 
 

 

 

Ikenna Nwaogu 
Dance has been a part of my life since I was a teenager, and has given it greater meaning and 
focus. I can’t imagine a day without it. From 2017–2021, I completed my first BA (Hon) in Urban 
and Contemporary Stage Dance at Tanzwerk101 in Zurich, and got to know the world of dance 
from a professional perspective as well. I’m now continuing my dance studies at ZHdK to 
improve my technique in classical dance, find my true artistic voice, and network in the dance 
theatre scene. I’m very grateful to have the chance to study here. 

 

 

 

Angelina Pico 
My name is Angelina, I was born in Geneva on 21.01.2003. After 8 years of rhythmic gymnastics 
where I was able to participate in the Swiss championships, I started dancing at Dance Area 
Geneve in a sports-art-study class. I then had the opportunity to continue to conciliate my 
school studies and dance at the CFP arts of Geneva, a professional training of dancer interpreter 
with contemporary orientation. After these 3 years of training, I am very happy to be able to 
continue my training as a dancer here at ZHdK. 

 

Gionata Sargentini 
Hello my name is Gionata. I come from a small country village nestled in the Tuscan valleys 
(Italy). I started my studies at the age of 6; initially I tried my hand at hip hop and then I threw 
myself headlong into ballet. At the age of 14 I moved to Livorno at the Liceo Niccolini Palli, 
where I continued my studies on ballet and Graham technique. At the age of 16 I entered the 
Rudra Bejart Atelier in Lausanne, where for internal problems it was closed. I chose ZHdK 
because I want to broaden my knowledge of the world of contemporary dance and because I 
would like to experience new qualities of movement, and I think this is the right place to do that.  



 

 

 

Gioia Tartaglia 
Hi, I’m Gioia Tartaglia and I was born in Pesaro, Italy, in 2003. I practiced rhythmic gymnastics for 
8 years and then, at the age of 13, I discovered dance. I started studying ballet and a year later 
also contemporary dance. I studied in a dance school in Pesaro, and in 2019/2020, I attended 
the AIDA dance school, in Milan. In 2019, I achieved the Advance 2 examination of R.A.D. with 
distinction. Since I’ve discovered dance, I’ve started feeling that my passion was growing and 
growing and now I can’t see my future without dance in it. I feel the desire to study, improve, 
work with different choreographers and come into contact with new aspects of the world of 
dance and now that I’m studying at the ZHdK, I have the opportunity to follow these dreams. 
I’ve always liked to get involved and face new challenges and experiences and now, I have the 
chance to grow not only as a dancer but also as an artist in general. 

 

 

 

 

Bas van der Meulen 
Hello! My name is Bas van der Meulen. My passion is to entertain people, to be on stage and 
provide the audience a wonderful experience and tell a story which touches the people. I am a 
cheerful person who likes to have fun. I am creative, authentic and hardworking. The musical 
Billy Elliot was my big eye-opener. I took theatre and singing classes and went to the musical 
education, The Dutch Academy of Performing Arts, in The Hague, The Netherlands. In 3 years I 
developed the skills of singing, acting and dancing.  There I found out that I want to specialize 
myself in dance. Where are my qualities? Writing lyrics for songs, playing instruments, I can keep 
tone well, I am someone who can act from ugly and crazy to sensitive and vulnerable. And to 
end with dance, modern and ballet, but I really love Jazz, like Bob Fosse, Tapp and showdance. 

 

 
 
 
 

Martina Balzamo 

My name is Martina Balzamo. I come from Manfredonia, Apulien in Italy. I started dancing at the 
age of four and with support, I was able to continue my dance training in Teramo and Livorno. At 
some point, I realized that I couldn’t imagine ever giving up dance. Now, dancing is no longer a 
dream but rather my career goal. At ZHdK, I can delve into my studies further with different 
styles, lecturers and choreographers. I’m having the time of my life! 

 

Jacopo Bellani 
Hi, I’m Jacopo, and I come from a small town in Sardinia, Italy. I’m currently studying my 
bachelor at the ZHdK to become a professional dancer. This lifetime opportunity to fulfil my 
dream is making me grow not only as a dancer but also as a person. What I love most about my 
degree is working with so many different choreographers; that give me the possibility to explore 
their vision of thing and the entire world built behind it. It's the best way I have to discover my 
world as well. 

 
 
 

Lukas Bisculm 

Hi, my name is Lukas. I was born in the Canton of Zurich in 1998. When I was seven years old, I 
took part in hip-hop and judo courses for several years. I always knew that I wanted to become a 
professional dancer. At the age of 10, I also started modern and jazz dance. In 2017, I completed 
a degree as a biology laboratory assistant. In 2018, I started intensive training in professional 
contemporary dance and ballet at the Zurich School of Dance Theatre (ZTTS). This preparatory 
training helped me to gain a place at ZHdK. Now I’m here and I know that the BA Contemporary 
Dance is the programme that will give me the structure I need to prepare well for my career as a 
professional dancer. My dream is coming true! 
 

 
 
 

Luke Bugeja Gauci 
My name is Luke Bugeja Gauci. I come from the Mediterranean island of Malta. I’m a passionate 
person who loves to learn, discover and explore new things; ZHdK provides me with the right 
environment in which to do this. The wide range of excellent teachers and extraordinarily 
creative choreographers provide students with what they need to grow and develop. I can’t wait 
to throw myself into my studies and enjoy every aspect of the learning process with my fellow 
students. 
 



 
 
 

Alice Cofone 

My name is Alice. I was born in Italy in 2000. I started dancing when I was 5 years old. Initially, I 
took ballet and jazz dance. Later, I also trained in hip hop, Latin American dance, character dance 
and contemporary dance. I look forward to all the new experiences that await me in the 
Bachelor Contemporary Dance degree programme. My dream is to become a top professional 
dancer one day. 
 

 
 
 

Giovanna Doria 

My name is Giovanna. I was born in the Congo and grew up in Italy. I’ve been dancing since I was 
six years old and while competing internationally and achieving good results, I realized that 
dancing is more than just a hobby. In 2017, I started the foundation course at the Basel Ballet 
School, which I completed in 2020. During this three-year ballet qualification, I discovered 
contemporary dance. I decided to audition for the BA Contemporary Dance at ZHdK to discover 
more about dance and about myself. I know this study programme will help me to develop my 
skills and prepare me for a career as a dancer. 
 

 
 
 

Jessica Eksteen 

My name is Jessica Eksteen. I was born in Sydney, Australia in 2002. I started dancing at the age 
of 6 and graduated with an advanced diploma. Ever since I can remember, I have wanted to 
become a professional dancer. I love the fact that it offers me countless opportunities to 
discover movements and myself in the process. Thanks to the excellent range of training courses 
and the opportunity to work with so many choreographers at ZHdK, I hope to find out more 
about myself and to extend my knowledge with the goal of bringing my dancing up to the 
required professional level. 
 

 
 
 

Mya Flieger 
My name is Mya Flieger. I was born in Geneva in 2002. I have been dancing since I was 4 years 
old. At the age of 15, I started the foundation course in stage dance at CFP Arts Geneva. During 
this time, we visited ZHdK, and I knew that it was the right place for me. I've worked hard and 
now now I’m here! I will continue to work hard to improve my dance technique; at the same 
time, I will have the opportunity to gain a lot of experience with many different choreographers. 
The programme will also allow me to find out more about myself as a dancer and to hone my 
artistic thought processes. 
 

 
 
 

Lia Lütolf 
My name is Lia. I was born in 2001 and I come from Central Switzerland. As a child, I started with 
classical ballet; later, I discovered contemporary dance as well and trained in Lucerne and at the 
Ballet School for the Zurich Opera House. I completed my school leaving certificate at the 
Obwalden Cantonal School. I’m very happy that I can further explore and develop my passion for 
dance through my studies at ZHdK. I look forward to collaborating with exciting people so I can 
learn from them, experience dance in all its facets, and grow on a personal level as well as a 
dancer and as an artist. 
 

 
 
 

Chloé Mallet 

Hi! My name is Chloé! I’m a French dancer and I was born in 2002. My dance background is 
rather unusual as I competed as a rhythmic gymnast until 2017. Only afterwards did I decide to 
dedicate myself to dance. I’m excited to be a part of this great adventure at ZHdK. 
 

 
 
 

Sara Pigatto 

My name is Sara. I was born in Italy in 2000. I decided to take a course at ZHdK because it offers 
sound technique and a wide variety of different choreographers and guest lecturers from around 
the world. I’m ready to learn new things and work on myself. This programme can provide me 
with the necessary tools to equip myself for the working world. 

 
 

Valentina Rodenghi 
My name is Valentina Rodenghi. I was born in Milan, Italy in 2000. I've been dancing since I was 6 
years old. My passion led me to first study in Nizza and then in Geneva. Now, as a student in the 
BA Contemporary Dance programme at ZHdK, I would like to refine my technique and develop 
my artistic personality. I’m really happy to study at ZHdK – the Toni Campus is an inspiration! 



 

 
 
 

Maren Kathrin Sauer 

My name is Maren Kathrin Sauer. I was born in Neustadt a.d.W., Germany in 2000. Stage dance 
motivated me to move, to explore, to observe and to try out even more things. Since I can 
remember, I have danced at Rainbow Tanzkunst (ART) in Rüschlikon. During my apprenticeship 
as a goldsmith, I studied dance further at Danse Marina Grandjean and Académie MDC in 
Neuchâtel. I’m delighted to be a part of the ZHdK family and can hardly wait to learn with my 
classmates and all the lecturers and choreographers. I feel very fortunate to be a dancer and an 
artist – to live my dream every day. My goal is to gain a contract in a dance company. 
 

 
 
 

Veronica Scanferla 

My name is Veronica. I was born in Italy in 2002. Before I came to ZHdK, I already had experience 
in contemporary dance and acrobatics. With the opportunity to study at ZHdK, my dream is 
coming true. Here I can learn from many dance personalities, take the opportunity to grow 
personally and progress as a dancer. I’m looking forward to the time at ZHdK and the new 
experiences that await me. 
 

 
 
 

Grazia Scarpato 
My name is Grazia Scarpato. I was born in 2000 and come from Italy. When I was ten years old, I 
attended my first lesson in contemporary dance and I fell in love. From this day on, I knew that 
dance would be my main goal and through hard work I gained entry to ZHdK, where I’m sure 
that I will improve myself as a dancer in the coming years and develop my skills in the best 
possible way. I can hardly wait to study with the specialists there and to complete such a 
comprehensive programme as this. 
 

 
 
 

Martin Svidron 
My name is Martin Svidron. I come from Slovakia, but I’ve lived in Switzerland for the last five 
years. Dance and an interest in dance have been a part of my life in different ways since as far 
back as I can remember, and I completed my first dance qualification at the Kosice Dance 
Academy in Slovakia. I view the art of dance as an imaginary journey that transcends time and 
space and offers me a medium to portray the unique, poetic, melancholic, human, magical as my 
reality and perspective of the world. This journey continues for me at Zurich University of the 
Arts in the Contemporary Dance course. I’m very grateful for this opportunity and will make full 
use of the study period to become more professional, while still enjoying every minute of this 
creative time. After all, there's nothing better than being in the right place at the right time and 
having the privilege of working in the wonderful profession of dance. 
 

 

Francine Hoenner  

My name is Francine and I grew up in Rebstein. I had my first ballet lesson with Veronica Rossetti 
when I was five years old. In 2012, I took part in the show “Die grössten Schweizer Talente” 
(Switzerland’s Got Talent) with the youth dance group Danceloft. From that moment on, there 
was no doubt in my mind: I wanted to be on stage. 
I spent three years from 2013 to 2016 training at the Zurich Dance Academy. As I’m curious and 
interested in all manner of dance styles, I made the decision to explore modern dance in more 
detail – which I did in Geneva between 2016 and 2019, where I completed an apprenticeship and 
Federal Vocational Baccalaureate at CFP Arts. My next adventure already awaits me on the Toni 
Campus! 
 

 

Alieke Vinkenborg 
Hi, my name is Alieke Vinkenborg. I was born in the Netherlands in 2001. I completed my 
preparatory dance education at ArtEZ University of the Arts. I see the Bachelor in Contemporary 
Dance as an excellent opportunity to further develop my dance technique and artistic sensibility. 
Working with international students and collaborating with guest choreographers already 
creates a lot of energy towards meeting this challenge. 
 
 
 

  



Bachelor Contemporary Dance ZHdK - Master Choreography / Master Teaching and Coaching professionals 
Artistic director // Samuel Wuersten   
Head of programme // Gianni Malfer   
Professor Choreography // Dr. Friederike Lampert 
 
Programme office // Nadine Jäggi (BA), Taylan Uysal (MA) 
Production and stage management // Denise Lampart, Arman Grigoryan 

Dance Technique // Michaela Bosshard, Arman Grigoryan, Denise Lampart, Patricia Rotondaro, Marco Volta, Mark Wuest 
Choreographic assistants // Arman Grigoryan, Denise Lampart, Patricia Rotondaro, Mark Wuest  
Pianist // Brian Gill, Dr. Steffen Schmidt  Music // Roman Glaser, Dr. Steffen Schmidt  
Dance analysis // Dr. Friederike Lampert, Jochen Roller 
HEC (Health, Excellence and Career Development) // Stephanie Keizer, Carmen Pfammatter 
Careteam // Uwe Kästner, Natina Schregenberger (SportClinic Sihlcity) 
 
Guest teachers // Louise Bennett, Julie Cunningham, Craig Davidson, Davidson Farias, Emmanuel Gazquez, Dmitry 
Govorukhin, Nathalie Guth, Anna Huber, Bostjan Ivanjsic, Neel Jansen, Chris Jensen, Udo Kersten, Michael Langeneckert, 
Lloyd Major, Dor Mamalia, Elna Matamoros, Kathleen McNurney, Shonach Mirk, Marta Nejm, Pilar Nevado, Dariusz Nowak, 
Sighilt Pahl, Emanuele Soavi, Naomi Perlov, Ihsan Rustem, Michael Schumacher, Luca Signoretti, Darrel Toulon, Margaret 
Tracey, Olivier Vercoutere, Andreas von Arb, Regina von Berkel, Leslie Wiesner, Nadav Zelner 

Invited Choreographers since the start of the BA Contemporary Dance Programme ZHdK  in 2014: 
Marie Alexis, Winston Ricardo Arnon, Tarek Assam, Marine Besnard, Joëlle Bouvier, Isabelle Chaffaud & Jérôme Meyer, Alba 
Castillo, Compagnie Linga (Marco Cantalupo, Katarzyna Gdaniec), James Cousins, Adrijana Danchevska, Craig Davidson & 
Ashley Wright, Lucas Del Rio, Félix Duméril, Philipp Egli, Davidson Farias, Caroline Finn, Itzik Galili, Damian Gmür, Romain 
Guion, Rabii Hadane, Francesca Harper, Karin Hermes, Anna Huber, Nunzio Impellizzeri, Dunja Jocic, Muhammed Kaltuk, Jiří  
Kylián, Olga Labovkina, Denise Lampart, Noemi Lapzeson, Annabelle Ochoa Lopez, Dor Mamalia & Dariusz Nowak, Tiago 
Manquinho, Guido Markowitz, Barak Marshall, Tabea Martin, Estefania Mirand, Joshua Monten, Michele Pogliani, Filipe 
Portugal, Antonin Rioche, Sonia Rocha, Teresa Rotemberg, Ihsan Rustem, Antonio Ruz, Martin Schläpfer, Michael 
Schumacher, Stephen Shropshire, Luca Signoretti, Emanuele Soavi, Heinz Spoerli, Darrel Toulon, Sergei Vanaev, Regina van 
Berkel, Neel Verdoorn, Joost Vrouenraets, Richard Wherlock, Renaud Wiser, Lorand Zachar, Nadav Zelner, Gregor Zöllig 

Invited lecturers for MA 
Gitta Barthel // Dimitri Chamblas // Kinsun Chan // Emanuel Gat // Jason A. Jacobs // Guido Markowitz // Elna Matamoros 
Naomi Perlov // Jochen Roller // Liane Simmel // Anouk van Dijk // Annette von Keudell  

Third-year BA Contemporary Dance internships  since 2016 
Dance Company Nanine Linning - Theater Heidelberg // Melo Collective, Stockholm // De Stillte, Breda // Tanzensemble 
Theater Pforzheim // Cie. Linga, Lausanne // Helena Waldmann // Tanztheater Giessen // Isabelle Beernaert (BE/NL) // 
Interdans Festival (BE) // Joshua Monten, Bern // T42 Félix Duméril, Bern // Tanzkompanie Konzerttheater Bern, // Nunzio 
Impellizzeri Dance company  // 18 monkeys dance theatre, Bangkok // Dance Company Theater Osnabrück // Ballett Theater 
Bremerhaven // Tanztheater Münster // Dancing on wheels, Cleveland  // Imperfect Dance Company, Pisa // Tanz Luzerner 
Theater // Tanztheater Braunschweig // tanzmainz // Company Mafalda, Zürich // Tanzensemble Theater St. Gallen// Tanz 
Theater Hagen // Club Guy & Roni (NL) // Sally Dansgezelschap Maastricht // DART Dance Company Berlin // hermesdance, 
Bern // Martha Graham Company 2, New York // Scapino, Rotterdam 
Former BA Contemporary Dance students since 2017 are working at 
Dance Company Nanine Linning - Theater Heidelberg // Tanzensemble Theater Pforzheim // Neopost Foofwa, Genève // 
Theater Braunschweig // Cie Sundora & Dgend, Vevey // Tanzensemble Theater St. Gallen // Thom Stuart de Dutch dance 
division, Den Haag, // Nunzio Impellizzeri Dance company // Joshua Monten, Bern // Tanzensemble Theater St. Gallen, 
Netherland Danse Theatre 2 // Club Guy & Roni, Groningen // Tanztheater Giessen // Ballett Theater Bremerhaven // 
Dancing on wheels, Cleveland // Marine Besnard, Zurich // Tanz Theater Hagen // Imperfect Dance Company, Pisa // 
Tanzensemble Theater St. Gallen // Marcel Leemann, Physical Dance Theatre, Bern // Marine Besnard, Zürich // marchepied, 
Lausanne // Ballett Theater Bremerhaven // Joshua Monten, Bern 

Students of the courses benefit from the financial support by: 
ZHdK Excellence Scholarships // Migros Kulturprozent 

Next shows: February, 8/9 2022, Holland Dance Festival: 
Bachelor Contemporary Dance presents Choreographies by: Isabelle Chaffaud & Jérôme Meyer, Dunja Jocic, Antonin Rioche 
and Neel Verdoorn. 


