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Newsletter #6

This Newsletter informs about ZCCE's activities and projects. It also gives an
overview of our events and published and reviewed publications. You can also find
all of this on our website. Take a look!

Click here!

New ZCCE Advisory Board

With the second period of funding from the ZKB, the founding partner of the ZCCE,
a new Advisory Board was established. It was installed by the ZHdK Board of
Directors in February 2025The new Advisory Board of the Zurich Centre for Creative
Economies (ZCCE) connects the Centre with the business world, start-ups,
universities and the digitalisation sector. Members include:

e Karin Mairitsch, Rector of the ZHdK

e Markus Gut, Partner at Farner

 Member of the Executive Board of ZKB

Eliane Zihimann, co-founder of somebodyelse

e Maria A. Olivares, Head of Innovation at the University of Zurich
¢ Andreas Meyer, President of digitalswitzerland

The Advisory Board promotes the positioning and development of the ZCCE,
identifies trends, supports the acquisition of resources and expands the network.
Further information can be found in the ZCCE Advisory Board Regulations.

The former boardmembers are now part of our Academic Board.
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ZCCE Transfer

Skill Matching Project for the entrepreneurial ecosystem in the
MENA region with the DROSOS Foundation

The Zurich Centre for Creative Economies (ZCCE) has launched an innovative skills
matching initiative aimed at bridging the gap between formal and informal skills
profiles of professionals and the regional/national labour market. This project uses
Al-driven solutions to accurately match talent profiles with job or training
descriptions, thereby increasing job satisfaction and retention.

In collaboration with DROSOS, the ZCCE has selected two organisations for case
studies: Ta'alam in Jordan and the Tripoli Entrepreneurs Club in Lebanon. Ta'alam
provides career guidance and skills development to 25,000 young people, offering
high quality information and tailored online career guidance. The Tripoli
Entrepreneurs Club promotes an entrepreneurial culture among young graduates by
providing technical and personal training and matching them with start-ups through
an apprenticeship programme.

The ZCCE's pragmatic approach ensures scalability and cross-cultural applicability,
aiming to deliver high-impact solutions and foster local expertise. This initiative not
only addresses youth unemployment, but also strengthens the entrepreneurial
ecosystem in the MENA region.

Cultural and Ecological Revitalization in Arles: A Policy and
Creative Economy Perspective and the question, “how to engage
with the public and build a 21st century art institution?”

As part of the T-Minor Creative Economies in Practice excursion to Arles, students
engaged with experts from the cultural and policy sectors to explore how cultural
and ecological strategies can revitalize places and communities.The re-vitalization
of areas / locations through cultural and ecological strategies and the question how
to engage with the public, is a central topic in both cultural policy and the creative
economy. During our visit to Arles, discussions with cultural practitioners from both
public and private sectors illuminated approaches to this challenge. Key insights
revealed overlapping goals of public engagement but also significant structural
differences influencing strategy and outcomes.

Public institutions operate within strict funding and time constraints, while private
organizations enjoy greater flexibility for experimentation and innovation.
Collaboration between artists, designers, and engineers has emerged as a
promising approach for site-specific, sustainable interventions.

Discussions with representatives from the LUMA Foundation, Actes Sud, the
Fondation Vincent van Gogh and the Les Marais de Beauchamp en Camargue
nature reserve highlighted different strategies for integrating art, ecology, and
economic sustainability. With its striking Frank Gehry-designed architecture, the
LUMA Foundation has positioned Arles as an international cultural hub, attracting
creative professionals from around the world.

Arles exemplifies how policy frameworks that foster public-private synergies can
enable long-term investment in culture-driven ecological revitalization—key to
addressing today’s social and environmental challenges.
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Read more!
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Foto credit: Katrin Stowasser und Nora Gailer; Copyright: ZCCE
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Masterclass Visits

During the semester the T-Minor Students of the ZCCE get the possibility to meet
people out of the ecosystem of the creative economies to talk about strategies,
funding opportunities and challenges.

During September to December 2024 we met David Iselin from the Modern Animals
Gallery, Modern Animals Gallery, Miriam Walther one of the Co-Directors of the
Theater Gessnerallee Theater Gessnerallee and Heike Brockmann, Co-Founder of
the digital full service studio heimoto. heimoto.

This spring 2025 we will meet Thomas Stauffer, Co-Owner of Gerber Stauffer Fine
Arts, Gerber & Stauffer Fine Arts. Mariska van Lavieren, founder of Navada, a
female driven production company in Zurich, NAVADA, And Justin Wong, one of our
fellows who is a political cartoonist. We also visit the Cabaret Voltaire and meet one
of the directors.

Zurich Steps Up: New Funding for Games & Digital Culture

Good news: The canton of Zurich has approved funding for games and digital
culture. It's substantial for Zurich's scale and shows games are finally being
recognised as a cultural medium. As @Hans Ulrich Obrist put it: 'Video games are
to the 21st century what films were to the 20th century and novels to the 19th
century.'

Back in 2021, the Cultural Department asked us at ZCCE to develop a
comprehensive understanding of Zurich's unique ecosystem spanning film, games
and digital culture. Working with Manuela Ruegg (Film), Corinne Soland (Immersive
Arts), and Jorg Scheller (Fine Arts), we brought together expertise from across
ZHdK. Data Orbit, a young ZHdK alumni team, helped visualise our findings.

We learned most from talking to people actually shaping the scene, like Philomena
Schwab, ZHdK alumna who both celebrates international success with her studio
and strengthens Zurich's games scene as founder of Swiss Game Hub; Sylvain
Gardel, who significantly shaped games funding at Pro Helvetia; Maike Thies
(ZHdK), who explores the interfaces between game design, emerging technologies
and the arts as Digital Shaper and curator of REFRESH and Mario von Rickenbach,
multiple award-winning game designer with a deep understanding of indie games.
Also the City's Cultural Department and Raphael Rogenmoser - our work at Kultur
Labor Zlrich 2020-2023 provided valuable insights. As Switzerland's hub for film
and games, Zurich combines distinctive elements: from global tech companies to
institutions like ETH and ZHdK. Our study developed scenarios to strengthen both
structures and projects - with community building at the core.

At ZCCE, we analyse how these intersections of art, innovation, and value creation
shape new forms of storytelling and cultural expression.

‘Paper Basket’
A workshop to design future scenarios
ELIA Biennial Conference, Milan

With a workshop on the importance of artistic practices in the face of artificial
intelligence, the ZCCE and the ZHdK quality management team contributed to the
ELIA Biennial Conference programme in Milan. In their workshop ‘Paper Basket’,
Hanja Blendin and Katrin Stowasser invited the workshop participants to think
outside the box, to retrieve unimaginable ideas out of the “paper basket” and to think
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ahead for the art academy in the year 2050 — against the backdrop of the goal of
climate neutrality. The results showed that the working groups that used Al as a
sparring partner thought less socially and less holistically and aligned their projects
more with economic and sustainable criteria. The project groups that could only fall
back on human or artistic practices oriented themselves holistically towards social
needs.

Foto credit: Katrin Stowasser

Turntables!

A research project that supports creative professionals around the world by building
future skills, promoting networks and supporting artistic collaboration.

ZCCE is one of the teams in this project co-financed by Movetia. It is a partnership
between artlink (Bern), ZHDK (Zurich), Mekong Cultural Hub (Southeast Asia),
Black Rhino VR (Kenya) and Meta Arts (India).

Many artists from Africa, Latin America, Southeast and Southwest Asia, Eastern
Europe and those with migration experience face systemic barriers that prevent
them from achieving visibility and recognition and accessing markets and resources.
At the same time, digital and social change is transforming the nature of work in the
cultural and creative industries. The work of an artist or creative professional today
is highly dependent on entrepreneurial thinking, global networking and digital skills —
skills that are often best learned outside the classroom — in communities of practice.
Therefore, the objectives of the project are:

« Strengthening civil society organisations (CSOs) and higher education
institutions (HEIs) to create sustainable programmes that support the growth
and mobility of creative professionals.

* Promoting collaboration between the creative industries and academia
through joint learning and mutual exchange.
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¢ Creating jobs and opportunities for cultural workers by building communities of
practice.

« Creating a network of civil society organisations and higher education
institutions that focuses on sustainable learning in the cultural and creative
industries.

For more information: Turntables | artlink

Signals of possible futures - ‘Future thinking’ -

Our everyday life is full of signals that can already provide clues to possible futures.
These can be observations in our interactions with our environment, clues that we
come across while surfing the net or experiences that we have. Such signals can
help us to recognise possible futures at an early stage and to react to them today.
Particularly in an art university, it can be interesting to point out possible future work
situations and to change them or to shape the way we interact with each other in the
future.

In an informal exchange (organised by Renato Soldenhoff, Head of Digital Skills &
Spaces, and Katrin Stowasser, Transfer ZCCE), we create a future wall on which
participants briefly present their signals. In this way, we create a living, visual map of
change. Ideally, we use this to create something new.

Why is this exciting? It sharpens our awareness of signals in everyday life. You
practice future thinking and develop a sensorium for change. We meet every first
Tuesday of the month, 12:30-13:00 in front of room 5.E01 at the future wall.

Foto credit: Renato Soldenhoff

A research and a debate on Hong Kong artists with ZCCE.
The 2019 Anti-Extradition Law Amendment Bill (ELAB) Movement marked a turning
point in Hong Kong’s history, sparking widespread protests and intensified control by

07.03.2025, 10:14
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the Chinese government. The 2020 national security law brought further
suppression, triggering emigration, media shutdowns, and widespread self-
censorship, especially within the creative sector. Political cartoonists and artists
faced mounting pressure, with some removing critical works or ceasing production,
as seen with Zunzi, a prominent figure in political cartooning.

Amid this crackdown, the 2019 protests became a showcase of creativity,
particularly through political cartoons and graphic art. Unlike the physical
installations of the 2014 Umbrella Movement, these visual works played a pivotal
role in the decentralized protests, serving as tools for communication, mobilization,
and documentation. Often labeled as “propaganda materials,” they reflected
collective creativity in the absence of central leadership.

ZCCE has commissioned an article on this subject to UK based artist and cartoonist
Justin Wong. The article explores the profound impact of visual art on the Anti-ELAB
protests. It examines how artists collaborated, shared resources, and embraced an
“open-source” culture, leading to the rise of hybrid spaces like the Lennon Wall and
a new youth-driven aesthetic. By analyzing these works, the study highlights their
role in amplifying the movement’s message and fostering a powerful sense of
solidarity during a defining moment in Hong Kong’s protest culture.

This article will be discussed at the ZHdK on Thursday May 8 with Justin Wong and
Remko Tanis from the Asia Society. ZHdK, Pfingstweidstr. 96, Viaruktraum, 6pm.

Published data by ZCCE

These are the latest published data this year at www.creativeeconomies.com

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN ZURICH:
EMPLOYEES

FTEs

Employees Total Creative Industries in Kanton Zdrich

94,320

B.41%

At mavkot

Employees over Ti @ Kanten 20rich Business Size by Employees (Kanton Zurich) in 2022 Tep 10 Municipalities by Employees
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Creative Industries Zurich 2022

In 2022, around 94,300 persons were employed in Canton of Zurich’s creative industries in 20,200
businesses. This represented 16.3% of Zurich’s businesses and 8.4% of all employees. The creative
industries generated an estimated Gross Value Added (GVA) of CHF 10.7 billion and an estimated
turnover of CHF 39.7 billion. This corresponded to almost 6.7% of Zurich’s GVA and 4.3% of Zurich’s total

turnover.More: Creative Industries Zurich 2022

Creative Industries Switzerland 2022

In 2022, around 316,000 persons were employed in Switzerland’s creative industries in roughly 83,000
businesses. This represented 11.6% of Swiss businesses and 5.7% of all employees. The creative
industries generated an estimated Gross Value Added (GVA) of CHF 29 billion and an estimated turnover
of CHF 107 billion. This corresponded to almost 3.8% of Switzerland’s GVA and 1.8% of Switzerland’s
total turnover.

More: Creative Industries Switzerland 2022

CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN SWITZERLAND:
EMPLOYEES

Employees Total Creative Industries in Switzerland

y ) t 315814
= E ¥ 5,561,101

Business Size by Employees (Switzertand) in 2022 Tep 10 Cantens by Employees

Employees over Time /

The Value of Design in Switzerland - ZCCE Launches Wage
Survey

How much do designers in Switzerland earn? What fees do they charge? And how
do these vary across different professions, regions, and employment types? In
collaboration with the Swiss Design Association (SDA), we are launching a
nationwide wage and fee survey to shed light on the economic realities of working
as a designer in Switzerland. The results will provide valuable insights to help
designers and employers navigate fair compensation and contribute to a deeper,
data-driven understanding of the creative sector as a whole. Stay tuned for our
findings in the coming months!
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Z-Kubator

A Talk with Designer and Curator Itay Blaish

Meet Itay Blaish: a designer and curator whose work spans the globe. His work for
LaCulture, an art exhibition initiative he founded in Tel Aviv, Z-Kubator, and various
other endeavors in the design industry has shaped him as a professional and made
him to the interdisciplinary artist, designer and curator he is today. In this portrait, we
explore Itay’s thoughts on contemporary design and his curatorial practice.

Read the portrait here

Image: © Gabriel Bienz

Collaboration with Righini-Fries Foundation continues

If you've been following the Z-Kubator’s What's next_Compass programme, you'll
know that last spring, we launched our first NewKammer exhibition with the
generous support of the Righini-Fries Foundation. This group exhibition highlights
programme participants eager to showcase one of their works.

We’re delighted to announce that our collaboration with the Righini-Fries Foundation
will continue, and NewKammer will now be established as a biennial event, with the
next edition set for 2026.

Since 2008, the Righini-Fries Foundation has been dedicated to preserving the
artistic heritage of the Righini and Fries families while supporting emerging
contemporary artists who have yet to receive the recognition they deserve. This
ongoing partnership marks a significant milestone for Z-Kubator, providing
invaluable support to our graduates. More about What's next_Compass

Images: Opening of the NewKammer exhibition 2024, © Jennifer Anger, ZHdK
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ABOUT US

For further information please see and explore our new website or contact us: ZCCE
All the best, ZCCE Team
Inhalt: Katrin Stowasser
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