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General information

The Hochschule Luzern — Musik cooperates with LUCERNE FESTIVAL in an international
Masterclass with pianist Martin Helmchen. Students from all over the world can apply for
this course. The repertoire to be focused on in the Masterclass will vary from baroque to
modern music.

Dates: Wed 25 November 2015, 14.00-17.00
Thu 26 November 2015, 09.30-12.30/ 14.00-17.00
Fri 27 November 2015, 09.30-12.30 / 14.00-17.00
Sat 28 November 2015, 09.30-12.30

Place: St. Charles Hall, Meggen

Benzeholzstrasse, 6045 Meggen (www.st-charles-hall.ch)
Final concert: Sat 28 November 2015, 15.00, St. Charles Hall, Meggen
Language: German, English
Participants: Max. 8 students
Fee: Active participants: CHF 500.—-

Listeners 4 days: CHF 100.—-

Listeners 1 day: CHF 30.—-

Students HSLU: free

Cash payment on the first day of the Masterclass

Housing: Responsibility of student. The organizer can help finding accom-
modation on request.

Application: Applications content:
- Biography
- Repertoire list
- List of recent public performances
- Recordings (2 works of different composers)
- List of repertoire prepared for the Masterclass
(min. 4 to choose from)

Applications by internet under following link:
http://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/lucerne_festival_academy/masterclasses/

Closing date: 1 July 2015

Information: Hochschule Luzern — Musik, Reimar Houtman
reimar.houtman®@hslu.ch



http://www.lucernefestival.ch/en/lucerne_festival_academy/masterclasses/

With his highly virtuosic yet unpretentious style, pianist Martin Helmchen continues to
make his impression on the international music scene including impressive debuts with Berlin
Philharmonic and Herbert Blomstedt, Vienna Philharmonic and Valery Gergiev, London
Philharmonic with Vladimir Jurowski and City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra and
Andris Nelsons. In the USA he made his concerto debut as soloist with Christoph von
Dohnanyi at the Tanglewood Festival with Boston Symphony and in 2014/15 season Martin
Helmchen will make his New York Philharmonic debut under the baton of von Dohnanyi.
2014/15 will also see Martin Helmchen as Artist in Residence with the Dresden Philharmonic,
and soloist with The Philharmonia / Paavo Jarvi, Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra / Herbert
Blomstedt, NDR Symphony Hamburg / Manfred Honeck, with the Konzerthaus Orchester
Berlin / Michael Sanderling and on tour in Germany with the London Philharmonic Orchestra
and Vladimir Jurowski.

In solo recital Martin Helmchen performs in Lucerne, Zurich, Grenoble, Darmstadt and Pra-
gue. With a passion for chamber music largely ignited in early collaborations with the late
cellist Boris Pergamenschikow Martin Helmchen has been an Associate Professor for cham-
ber music at the Kronberg Academy. He regularly collaborates with friends including Juliane
Banse, Veronika Eberle, Julia Fischer, Sharon Kam, Sabine Meyer, Christian Tetzlaff and with
his wife and cellist Marie-Elisabeth Hecker. At the 2014 Jerusalem International Chamber
Music Festival he partners Robert Holl in a lieder recital as he will do so in Vienna’s Konzert-
haus with Matthias Goerne performing Schumann together and in spring 2015 with Marie-
Elisabeth Hecker they perform duos in Paris, and Birmingham’s Town Hall.

An exclusive PentaTone artist since 2007, Helmchen has recorded discs of Mozart,
Mendelssohn, Schumann and Dvorak concerti. His first solo recording of Schubert works won
an ECHO Award in 2009 and a disc of Schubert duos with Julia Fischer has won no less ac-
claim as have his discs of Mozart concerti for which he collaborated with the Netherlands
Chamber Orchestra led by Gordan Nikolic.

A former student of Galina Iwanzowa in Berlin, Martin Helmchen still receives tutelage from
Arie Vardie at the Hochschule fiir Musik, Theater und Medien Hannover. Other mentors with
whom Martin regularly continues to study are Alfred Brendel and William Grant Naboré from
the ,Klavierakademie Comer See*. An early impact on his career was winning the ,2001 Clara
Haskil Competition”. He was a Fellow of the Borletti-Buitoni-Trust in 2005 and the “Credit
Suisse Young Artist” in 2006 culminating with his debut with the Vienna Philharmonic Or-
chestra under Valery Gergiev at the Lucerne Festival. Between 2005 and 2007 Martin Helm-
chen was a soloist on the “BBC New Generation Artists” scheme.
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